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• Changing Demographics

• Workers on the Sidelines
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Employers
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Working Age Population
UNITED STATES, 1977 -2021 2.5 million fewer workers
Source: St Louis Federal Reserve Bank
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Retirement



WORKERS ON THE 

SIDELINES

COVID
Childcare

Foreign Workers
Interrupted Pipeline
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Child Care

Childcare Workers

2019 - 2021

-37%

"More than one in 10 public school students in the tri-county 

Portland area has seen classes cancelled or education shifted 

online..." - Oregonian
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Foreign Workers & Immigration

Nearly 4,000 H-1B visas were certified 

in the Portland region in 2014. 

In 2020, the number of H-1B visas 

decreased to 1,036. One-third were 

issued for manufacturing businesses.



Interrupted Pipeline



FORGING NEW 

PATHS

New Careers
New Businesses

No Career?
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Quits Rate
Oregon

Sept 2021

67,000

Oct 2021

58,000

Nov 2021

59,000
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New Businesses

+16

%
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No Career?
68.9%

62.2%



EMPLOYEERS

Wages, Bonuses, and Benefits
Innovation
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Wages, Bonuses, and Benefits
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Innovation
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Additional Questions about 
the regional labor market?

Just ask! Liza Morehead, PhD
lmorehead@worksystems.org


